[A case of primary biliary cirrhosis with negative anti-mitochondrial antibody anteceded by rheumatoid arthritis].
We report a case of primary biliary cirrhosis with negative anti-mitochondrial antibody which were anteceded by rheumatoid arthritis. The patient was a 46-year-old female who was admitted due to low grade fever and elevated serum alkaline phosphatase (ALP) and gamma-glutamyl transpeptidase (gamma-GTP) levels. She had been diagnosed as having erythema nodosum and rheumatoid arthritis 6 years before. Her family history disclosed that her mother had rheumatoid arthritis and her sister systemic lupus erythematosus. On admission, she had moderately elevated erythrocyte sedimentation rate, and elevated serum ALP, gamma-GTP and IgM levels. Anti-mitochondrial antibody and anti-pyruvate dehydrogenase complex antibody were negative but anti-nuclear antibody was positive. However, the histology of liver showed chronic non-suppurative destructive cholangitis. AMA was always negative and serum ALP and bilirubin levels remained constant during the following two years. The pathogenesis of primary biliary cirrhosis with negative anti-mitochondrial antibody is discussed.